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Employment History
2020–present Assistnat Professor, Computer Science and Engineering, Mississippi State University.

Education
2014–2020 PhD, Computer Science, Virginia Tech, Virginia, United States.
2010–2013 MS, Software Engineering, Peking University, China.
2005–2009 BE, Software Engineering; BA, Japanese Language, Huazhong Univ. of Sci. & Tech., China.

Funding Awards & Honor
Funding Sole-PI, NSF, CRII: Interpretable Influence Propagating and Blocking on Graphs (# 2153369), $174,004
Funding Co-PI, USDA-ARS NACA (# 58-6064-3-017), Developing Detection and Modeling Tools for the Geospatial and

Environmental Epidemiology of Animal Disease, $3,073,602
Funding Co-PI, USDA-ARS NACA (# 58-0200-0-002), Advancing Agricultural Research through High Performance Computing,

$5,690,689
Funding Sole-PI, NSF REU Supp, $14,000
Funding Sole-PI, Global Development Seed Grant Award from MSU International Institute, $6,000
Funding Sole-PI, Bagley College Working Group in Graph AI, $4,100
Funding Sole-PI & Co-PI, Undergraduate Research Program at Mississippi State, 2022/2023
Award Best Paper Award at ACM SIGSPATIAL 2020
Award Best Paper Award at GISTAM 2015
Award Outstanding Contribution Award, 2016, Toyota Research Institute, North America (TRI-NA)

Honor Editor’s Choice Article, Í www.mdpi.com/journal/sensors/editors_choice
Honor Nature Communications: Top 50 Chem. and Mater. Sciences Articles, Í www.nature.com/collections/giacagiaca

Mentoring (as Major Advisor)
Ph.D. Zonghan Zhang, Zijian Zhang, Amin George, Josh Waldbieser, Jiashan Wu, Rocker D’Antonio
M.S. Ramyasri Veerapaneni

Alumnus Graduate: Samuel Prabhakar, Rajeev Jogi, Piero Bracamonte, Suman Adhikari; Undergrad: Ben Moore, Jack
Maloney, Ethan Rogers, Prathyusha Mustiyala

Teaching
Split-level CSE 4633/6633 Artificial Intelligence
Split-level CSE 4693/6693 Intro to Machine Learning
Graduate CSE 8673 Machine Learning
Graduate CSE 8990 Graph Machine Learning

Service
Reviewer International Conference on Machine Learning (ICML), 2021, 2022. International Conference on Learning Represen-

tations (ICLR), 2022, 2023. Neural Information Processing System (NeurIPS), 2020, 2021, 2022. AAAI conference
on Artificial Intelligence (AAAI ), 2021, 2022, 2023. International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence (IJCAI ),
2022, 2023. ACM SIG on Knowledge Discovery and Data Mining (KDD), 2020, 2022, 2023. ACM SIG on Information
Retrieval (SIGIR), 2020, 2022, 2023. IEEE Transactions on Knowledge and Data Engineering (TKDE), 2020. ACM
Transactions on Knowledge Discovery from Data (TKDD), 2021

Editorial
Board

Frontiers in Big Data - Data Science, Frontiers in Big Data - Data Mining and Management, Frontier Topic Editor,
2022-present

Co-Chair IEEE BigData 2024, Bigdata Cup Challenges
Panelist NSF Panel, 2021, 2023, 2024
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